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directly contrary direction; and so we parted, they going
downward, while I and Fuzlah, w1 /stuck by me, went the
other way. Wonderful to relate,4fliad not gone thirty yards
through the jungle, when I stepped out upon a clearly-defined
well-trodden pathway, which was evidently the road by which
our coolies had fled, and along which our enemies had returned
when we heard them passing. This was, indeed, a providential

discovery, and hastily despatching Fuzlah to recall M-----and

the rest of the party, we were soon progressing along the new-
found track.

We had not gone far when a feeble voice called to us from

the bushes. It was a servant of M-----'s who had fled along

with the coolies, and not being able to keep up with them in
their headlong flight, had hidden himself away in the jungle,
and would probably have died there had we not passed by ; for,
in addition to his sufferings from hunger and thirst, he had been
attacked by fever, and could now hardly drag himself along.
We supported the poor wretch between us as best we could.
He said that, after he had concealed himself in the jungle, some
two hundred armed Shendus had passed by in swift pursuit
of the coolies, and that shortly after he had heard cries and
musket-shots. The Shendus returned the next day by the
same path, but in larger numbers, perhaps four hundred in all;
they carried packages, and had some prisoners bound with
them, and seemed in high glee, talking and laughing together.

At about one o'clock in the day we reached the Sulla
Khyoung, at the place where we had originally disembarked;
tmt to our great discomfiture not a boat was to be seen, all had
been removed from the place where we had hidden them*
After searching a while we at length discovered one boat,
which had floated a little distance down the stream, and was
stranded on the opposite bank. The stream was here deep,
;and darkly suggestive of alligators, but there was no time for
; Hesitation, and before long we had secured the small dug-out
canoe which was fortunately unharmed. Only one paddle
could be found, so we had to make oars for ourselves, of pieces
of split bamboo put crosswise in a slit stem of the same useful
plant; and at length, with much thankfulness of heart, we
,seated ourselves in the boat and pushed off.